
 

  

Spring 
2017 

 

Diary Dates 

26th March – Mother’s Day 
 

3rd – 13th April 
Easter Activities 

 
14th April – Good Friday 

(Nursery Closed) 
 

16th April – Easter Sunday 
 

17th April – Easter Monday 
(Nursery Closed) 

 
23rd April - St George’s Day 

 
1st May – Bank Holiday 

(Nursery closed) 
 

9th May – Photographers 
 

11th May - Photographers 
 

29th May – Bank Holiday 
(Nursery closed) 

 
5th June – Babies and Twos 

Parents Evening 
6.15pm - 7.45pm   

(No children to attend 
please) 

 
14th June – Pre-School 

Parents Evening 
6.15pm-7.45pm 

(No children to attend 
please) 

  
18th June – Father’s Day 

 
TBC - June/July - Sports 

Day 
10.30am-12pm 

 
5th August – Pre-School 

Party 
10.30am – 12pm 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Ofsted 
 

As most of you are aware we had an Ofsted inspection on Monday 13
th

 February. 
Our previous inspection was in September 2013, so we have been due a visit. We 
are pleased to tell you that we have maintained GOOD.   
 
How we got GOOD: 
 
“Staff support children’s language development well. For example, encourage plenty 

of meaningful conversation with older children and describe the things that babies 
can see around them. Children communicate well and make good progress from 

their starting points in learning.” 
 

“Children are very happy, settled and secure. They build strong bonds with staff, 
who are caring and supportive of their individual needs. Children develop positive 

attitudes towards learning and are very willing to try new things.” 
 

“The managers use self-evaluation well to help improve the quality of care and 
teaching. They effectively include the views of parents, children and early years 

professionals and identify areas for further improvement.” 
 

“The managers and staff create strong links with local schools. For example, they 
invite teachers into the nursery to meet the children and share valuable information 

to support their move to school.” 
 
What we can do to improve:  
 

“The managers and staff do not track different groups of children closely to help 
identify any gaps in their learning and help them make even better progress.” 

 
Whilst we track each child’s development individually and know where each child’s 
progress is at, we now have to track different groups of children, such as boys and 
girls, older children and younger children, to see where the gaps are in their 
development. We have started this group tracking straight away and it’s telling us 
what we already know about our children who attend the nursery.  

 
“Staff do not consistently share children’s next steps in learning with parents to help 

fully engage them in their children’s learning.” 
 

The inspector only spoke to one parent, which we feel isn’t enough to gain a generic 
view of 100 parents, and there was plenty of opportunity for him to speak to more 
parents. We want you to know that you can ask about your child’s development and 
learning at any time, whether this is at pick up/drop off time, or if you would like a 
meeting. We hold parents evening once a year to discuss your child’s development 
and learning. If you want to view your child’s learning journal you can have access to 
it at any time by asking a member of staff. We send out questionnaires to gain 
feedback to help us improve our service, so knowing more about your child’s 
development and learning is something you can put on the questionnaire if you feel 
we do not provide enough information. We will now be sending out monthly planning 
for the babies, twos and pre-school that will show what we are focusing on with your 
children during that month. This will also support you with ideas that you can be 
doing at home with your children.  
 
I have already emailed the Ofsted report out to you all but if you have any queries 
about it then please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 



 

 

 

 

New Children 

We would like to give a warm welcome to all new children 

starting at Abracadabra in the Baby Room, Two’s and Pre-

school. We hope you and your child are enjoying nursery 

life and we are glad you have joined us and become a part 

of the Abracadabra family  

Gentle Reminders 
 

Please can we remind you that we only give Calpol to teething babies. If your child is unwell enough to need Calpol then 
they should not be at nursery as the staff cannot provide the one to one care that they need. Also if your child is on 

antibiotics then they must have had 48 hours’ worth administered to them before they can return to nursery.  
 
It is vital that we hold up-to-date emergency contact numbers for you in case we need to contact you whilst your child is 
in our care. Please ask a senior member of staff for a new ‘Child Emergency Contact Form’ to update your information. 

 
Our opening hours are 7:30-18:00. Session times must be adhered to and all children must be collected by the end of 
their session. If you are late collecting even by 5 minutes then there will be a £15 ‘late collection charge’ added to your 

invoice. Children’s start times must also be kept to, particularly the afternoon session starting at 1pm as it is very easy to 
go over our ratios if the morning children haven’t left before the afternoon children start. 

 
Finally, please be aware of how you park on our driveway. This can sometimes cause inconvenience to others if you are 
either blocking the entrance or exit, or parking right in the middle. Please park at the sides of the driveway or in the road. 

Thank you. 

 
 

Staff 
Nicola is going on maternity leave on the 31

st
 March and 

we wish her all the best with the last month of her 

pregnancy and the birth of her first child  We are 

currently holding interviews for a new member of staff to 

join our team, however we are not in a rush to employ as 

we are already well staffed  

Questionnaires 
Thank you for filling in and returning our annual questionnaires. We are very pleased with the feedback we have 

received and we are so glad that you are happy with the care your children receive and how the nursery runs.  

A couple of things were mentioned about how we can improve your child’s day. Firstly, to send the children on more 

outings – whilst we love taking the children on outings we have to ensure we have enough staff and students to go too. 

We always reduce our ratios by half when we go on outings; therefore it requires lots of pairs of hands for walks to take 

place. Another comment was about having less iPad/computer time. ICT is a fundamental part of the children’s learning  

and we have to cover it as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage. However we want to assure you that the children 

have 10 minutes maximum on the computer equipment in the morning and afternoon.  

If you have not yet returned your questionnaire and would like to do so then please do as we really value your feedback. 

If you would like another copy of the questionnaire then please let us know so we can provide you with one.    

Parents Evening 
Parents Evening will take place over two dates this year. The Babies and Twos Parents Evening will be on Monday 5

th
 

June, 6.15pm – 7.45pm, and the Pre-School Parents Evening will be on Wednesday 14
th

 June, 6.15pm - 7.45pm. Please 

note that we do ask that no children are to attend. Whilst you get a verbal handover every time you collect your child, this 

is a good opportunity for you to discuss your child’s development. All slots are booked on a first come first served basis. 

Appointment times will be put up nearer the time for you to book your ten minute slot – we will let you know when they will 

be available. Please book early to avoid disappointment. 

 
  

School Leavers 
 

If your child is going to school in September you will be 

finding out in April which school your child will be 

attending. We will be putting a list up on the whiteboard in 

the pre-school cloakroom for you to write your child’s 

school on. You will also be able to see which other children 

from nursery will be attending your child’s school   

Happy Easter! 
 

The children will be participating in various Easter 

activities, cooking and craft in the build up to Easter. 

Please may I remind you that we have some dates 

coming up when the nursery is closed. The dates are the 

14
th

 April (Good Friday), 17
th

 April (Easter Monday), 1
st
 

May and the 29
th

 May. If you have any holiday dates 

coming up then please let us know. You can either ask 

for a holiday form or email us with your dates. 

 

 

Nursery Photos 
The photographers will be coming into nursery on the 9

th
 and 11

th
 May to take photos of your children for you to 

purchase. This time they will be taking natural shots of your children whilst they are playing, rather than posed. If your 

child does not attend nursery on those dates then you are more than welcome to pop in with them on the day.  

 
  


